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Abstract
● Wikipedia is the world’s most frequently used 
health-information source.
● Embracing the platform helps fulﬁll health 
professional schools’ teaching & service missions.
● Student & faculty effort searching, analyzing, writing 
& editing Wikipedia is scholarly work.
● The Wiki Education Foundation’s “Students in the 
Health Professions” campaign aggregates all efforts 
of these students editing WIkipedia as part of formal 
coursework.
● Since 2013, there have been 1,271 students who 
have added 711,000 words, 86 images and 9,030 
references to 642 health-related Wikipedia pages.
● These Wikipedia pages have been viewed 55.2 
million times since students began contributing.
● Participants highlight the refreshingly collaborative 
nature of the work-- for students, librarians, and 
faculty alike!
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2001
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Label Top priority High priority Mid priority Low priority
Criteria
Subject is extremely 
important, even 
crucial, to medicine.  
Strong interest from 
non-professionals 
around the world.  
Usually a large 
subject with many 
associated 
sub-articles.  Less 
than 1% of 
medicine-related 
articles achieve this 
rating.
Subject is clearly 
notable.  Subject is 
interesting to, or directly 
affects, many average 
readers.  This category 
includes the most 
common diseases and 
treatments as well as 
major areas of 
specialization.  Fewer 
than 10% of 
medicine-related 
articles achieve this 
rating.
Normal priority for article 
improvement.  A good 
article would be 
interesting or useful to 
many readers.  Subject is 
notable within its 
particular specialty.  This 
category includes most 
medical conditions, tests, 
approved drugs, medical 
subspecialties, 
well-known anatomy, and 
common signs and 
symptoms.
Article may only be included to cover 
a specific part of a more important 
article, or may be only loosely 
connected to medicine.  Subject may 
be specific to one country or part of 
one country, such as licensing 
requirements or organizations.  This 
category includes most of the 
following: very rare diseases, 
lesser-known medical signs, 
equipment, hospitals, individuals, 
historical information, publications, 
laws, investigational drugs, detailed 
genetic and physiological information, 
and obscure anatomical features.
Examples Tuberculosis or Cancer
Coeliac disease or 
Mastectomy
Cholangiocarcinoma or 
Cramp Leopard syndrome or Flynn effect
Wikiproject Medicine efforts Wiki Education resources Health information for the world
January 15, 2001: 
Wikipedia is “born”
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
MS-4 elective
& 
Assignment within 
pharmacy course
 grants to  to promote Open Educational Pedagogy (OEP)
Grad student course
MS-1 & 2 elective
Summer intro to research 
course assignment
Within dental school 
curriculum
Within research track 
of medical school
MS-4 elective
MS-4 elective Assignment 
within MS-1 
course Longitudinal offering 
MS-2-4 scholarly task Optional invitation to all 
graduating PhD candidates
Public health
MS-4 electives
MS-4 elective
All Wikipedia pages are graded for 
quality following a standardized rubric
Wikiproject Medicine volunteers rank-order all 
health-related pages by importance, incorporating 
viewership & global burden of disease
Combining quality and importance 
gives us a roadmap and call to action!
End 2013: Wikipedia health content reaches 
>155,000 articles in 255 languages supported 
by >950,000 references.
March 2017: There are 30,000 English Wikipedia health articles, 
164,000 in other language Wikipedias. 
Collectively these articles are read > 10 million times per day.
Help students make a real-world impact through their work
In Wiki Education’s Wikipedia Student Program, university instructors assign students to write Wikipedia articles, empowering them to share knowledge 
with the world. Students research course-related topics that are missing or underrepresented, synthesize the available literature, and use our free tools and 
trainings to add the information to Wikipedia.
There are training modules for 
both you and your students
Course dashboards help 
you track your students’ 
efforts and impact on 
Wikipedia’s content
There are a number of additional collaborations including a 
Translation Task Force, a mobile app, and ofﬂine access.
These collaborations make Wikipedia a potential public 
health platform providing free high-quality health 
information to the world’s population.
“Imagine a world 
where all people 
have access to high 
quality health 
information clearly 
presented in their 
own language.”
